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Q-1.  Please state your name and home address. 1 

A-1.  My name is Ashley Beery. My home address is 26471 Kinney Pike, Richwood, Ohio, 2 

43344. 3 

 4 

Q-2.  What is your occupational history? 5 

A-2. I have worked since I was eight years old, when I started taking care of livestock. Most 6 

recently, I worked as a records clerk in the Delaware City Police Department for eleven 7 

years, until I was diagnosed with cancer in 2021, at which time my medical conditions 8 

prevented me from retaining full-time employment. Before that job, I worked in a 9 

greenhouse, as a veterinary assistant in a veterinary clinic, as a medic for the BKP 10 

Ambulance District in Kenton, Ohio, and as the Director of Marketing for Peacock 11 

Water. Throughout my life, I have also worked on our family farm as needed.  12 

 13 

Q-3.  Can you describe your connection to Union County? 14 

A-3.  I live in Union County and am the third generation in my family to own and manage 15 

farmland in Union County. I purchased my plot of farmland in 2010, intending that the 16 

land would serve as a personal investment like my parents’ and grandparents’ land had 17 

been for them.  18 

 19 

Q-4.  What is the nature of your involvement in the project? 20 

A-4.  I have signed a lease agreement with Samsung to allow my twenty-six acres of farmland 21 

to be used for the Richwood Solar Project. Those twenty-six acres are currently being 22 

used to grow corn. If Richwood Solar is approved, the owner and operator of Richwood 23 



 

3 

Solar will manage the land for the forty-year lifespan of the project, during which time 1 

the land will be used for solar energy generation. 2 

 3 

Q-5.  Can you describe your decision to participate in the project? 4 

A-5. When Samsung first approached me about leasing my land for solar development, I did 5 

not immediately agree. Instead, I spent months reviewing the terms of the lease 6 

agreement, considering other possible options for the land, and what impacts various 7 

development options would have on the land. I eventually agreed to the project because I 8 

concluded that it would do more to preserve the health of the soil and the potential for the 9 

land to be returned to agricultural use in the future than any of the likely alternatives. If I 10 

had sold the land for housing development, it is very unlikely that the land could ever be 11 

used as farmland again. 12 

  13 

 My decision to participate was also motivated by the fact that the project would provide a 14 

steady income stream through regular lease payments. Farming always brings with it 15 

some financial risk, and since being diagnosed with cancer in 2021, farming has not 16 

proven sufficient to cover my medical expenses. I also have autoimmune diseases that 17 

prevent me from ever having children, which means that there is no younger generation 18 

in my family to farm the land. Richwood Solar will help me provide for and take care of 19 

my needs in the future, along with my parents’ needs. 20 

 21 

This was not a decision that I made lightly, but it was a decision that I felt was necessary 22 

for me, my parents, and my land. And as the owner of the land, I believe that it is my 23 
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decision to make, not a decision for other people to make for me. When I bought my 1 

land, I did not agree to only use it for crops. I believe that it is my right as a landowner to 2 

use the land for solar development.  3 

 4 

Q-6. What is the purpose of your testimony? 5 

A-6. I am testifying in support of the Richwood Solar Project. I am doing so because the 6 

project will provide financial benefits to me and my parents as participating landowners, 7 

and the project will ensure that, after the project is decommissioned, we can retain 8 

ownership of our farmland and return it to agricultural use, rather than having to sell the 9 

land for other forms of development. The project will also bring significant tax revenue 10 

to Union County and add much-needed energy to our grid.  11 

 12 

Q-7. Can you describe in more detail how the project will benefit you as a participating 13 

landowner? 14 

A-7. Participating in Richwood Solar will help me pay for significant medical expenses while 15 

retaining ownership of my land. In 2021, I was diagnosed with cancer. I also have been 16 

diagnosed with autoimmune diseases. Medical expenses have exceeded what income 17 

from farming the land can cover, and continued care for my medical conditions has 18 

recently made obtaining employment difficult. I had to sell off some of my land in 2023 19 

to pay my medical bills. Lease income from Richwood Solar would mean that I would 20 

not have to sell any more of my land to cover these expenses.  21 

 22 
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Q-8. Can you describe in more detail how the project will allow you to return the leased 1 

land to agricultural use after the project is decommissioned?  2 

A-8. My parents and I entered into lease agreements for Richwood Solar because we are 3 

confident that the project developers will take care of the land and make sure that it can 4 

be returned to agricultural use in the future. We previously had the opportunity to lease 5 

our land for other projects, but we chose to lease our land to Samsung because of 6 

Samsung’s commitment to preserving our land’s future viability as farmland. For 7 

example, Samsung has committed to make best efforts to locate all drain tiles prior to 8 

construction, repair any drain tiles damaged by the project, and ensure that the land can 9 

be returned to agricultural use after the project is decommissioned. 10 

 11 

I believe that solar development like Richwood Solar is better for the future of Union 12 

County farmland than other potential forms of development. I have seen significant 13 

amounts of agricultural land in Union County lost, likely permanently, to residential 14 

development. At the end of Richwood Solar’s forty-year lifespan, our land will be 15 

suitable again for growing crops. The same cannot be said for land that has been 16 

converted to housing.  17 

 18 

Q-9.  Does this conclude your testimony? 19 

A-9.  Yes. However, I reserve the right to update this testimony to respond to any further 20 

testimony in this case.21 
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